LORD  OXFORD WAS SHAKESPEARE
with the plays, probably obtained from King's
Place and handed over to "procurers'5 of manu-
scripts as things of little value. The mass of
Shakespearean manuscripts, including most of the
eighteen plays published in 1623, would have
been removed shortly after the Earl's death,
possibly at the instance of his daughters, the
Countesses of Derby, of Pembroke, and of
Berkshire. It does not follow that there were
any autographs. Oxford, in order to preserve
his anonymity, would issue transcripts, and prob-
ably the autograph copies were destroyed.
Colonel Ward in this connection refers to Troilus
and Cressida, and says:
This is the first case of a Shakespeare play being
provided with a preface, the object being to excite
interest in a novelty and to urge people to buy.
Its last sentences are as follows:
And believe this, that when hee is gone, and his
Comedies out of sale, you will scramble for them,
and set up a new English Inquisition . . . since by
the grand possessors wills I beleeve you should have
prayd for them rather than been prayd. And so I
leave all such to be prayd for (for the states of their
wits healths) that will not praise it. Vale.
"The grand possessors," certainly aristocrats,
may have been Oxford's daughters.
During -this period, 1608-09, Shakspere of
Stratford is supposed to have been in London
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